
Well hello to all - I hope you 
are wintering well.  A few 
hardy souls have been brav-
ing the snow and cold this 
winter to enjoy some target 
shooting at our ranges. It will 
soon be spring and more of 
you will be thinking of going 
to the range to do some 
shooting.  Remember to sign 
in and to have any guests 
also sign in. 

The slow workings of govern-
ment are still moving in a 
positive direction.  Our latest 
update on the proposed 
expansion and upgrade of 
our range is that a long term 
agreement is close at 
hand.  We just need the 
M.O.E. legal department to 
complete the drafting of the 
agreement, which could 
take some time.  To quote 
an old saying, “there is light 
at the end of the tunnel, and 
this time I don’t think it is 
another train!” 

As soon as the weather im-
proves, we will have the 
area for the proposed club-
house and caretaker’s resi-
dence surveyed. 

After that, it will be time to 
regroup and begin to lay out 
plans for our range improve-
ments.  A notice will be sent 
to members of any work 
parties this spring, so if you 
can spare some time it will 
be greatly appreciated. 

Our club schedule for 2019 
is now posted on our web 
site.  It looks like we are in 
for lots of fun and friendly 
competition again this 
year.  If you have not been 
out to watch the various 
shooting disciplines yet, 
please do so and bring a 
friend.  Each discipline will 
welcome new faces that 
show an interest in how that 
discipline works.  And you 
never know, you might just 
see something that really 
interests you and begs to 
have a try! 

Remember to be forever 
vigilant for safe gun han-
dling practices, and never 
afraid to speak up if some-
thing makes you feel uncom-
fortable.  We are one of the 
safest of outdoor recrea-
tions, and part of that is be-
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cause we help each other 
make it that way. 

The prospect of more oner-
ous gun laws is drawing 
near, so I again urge you to 
be vocal and write letters 
expressing your feelings 
about proposed gun legisla-
tion.  We must constantly 
remind those in office that 
we are not the criminals, 
and should not be singled 
out by ill thought out propos-
als. 

I encourage you to bring a 
friend or youngster to the 
range this year and intro-
duce them to the enjoyment 
of our sport.  Shooting is a 
lifetime sport, enjoyed by 
young and old. 

Remember, while using our 
ranges, be safe, have fun, 
BE SAFE! 

~ HCGC President  Jim 
Sloper 



President - Jim Sloper (gunfighterjim@telus.net) 

Vice President - Neil Gervais (ng1137@telus.net) 

Secretary - Hilda Lehto (250-554-3020) 

Treasurer -Marlene Card (250-319-0916) 

Membership - Hilda Lehto (250-554-3020) 

Black Powder Directors 

Neil Gervais (ng1137@telus.net) 

Allan Ovington (adovi.38@gmail.com)  

Pistol Directors 

Dave Howe (sitesafetyhse@gmail.com) 

Kyle Zaharoff  (karl25_571-0798@hotmail.com)  

Cowboy Directors 

Jim Day (oakhillss@shaw.ca) 

Hans Signer (signer1984@hotmail.com) 

Rifle Directors 

Lawrence Bergstrand (lbergstr@gmail.com) 

Wade Lehto (whlehto@yahoo.com) 

Shotgun Directors 

Rob Palmer (rpalmer@acuren.com) 

Brian Erickson (berickso12@gmail.com) 

Web Page - Lawrence Bergstrand  

Newsletter - Deb McDougall (happyhoofranch@gmail.com) 

Range Warden- Ron Gabler (RGab39@hotmail.com)   

Orientations  

Ron Gabler (RGab39@hotmail.com)  

Lawrence Bergstrand (lbergstr@gmail.com) 
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As part of its expansion of 
Slimline pistols in early 
2019, Glock announced the 
launch of the new G48, 
chambered in 9 mm. This 
unique pistol stands out, 
dimensionally speaking, 
because it's unlike any other 
pistol in the Glock lineup. 
There's a reason for that: it's 
m a d e  f o r  C a n a d a . 
 
Canadian gun laws specify 
that handguns sold to the 
general public must have a 
barrel length no less than 
105 mm in overall length. To 
overcome that particular 
hurdle, the Glock G48 is 
equipped with a barrel 
length of 4.18 inches. In 

P I S T O L  N E W S  
metric, that converts to (you 
guessed it) 106 mm, step-
ping just over the line for 
legal sale in Canada. 

` HCGC Pistol Director Dave 
Howe 
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 Black Powder: Spring Fling April 12—14 

 Black Powder: 26th Annual Cartridge Rifle Silhouette Shoot                        
June 13-16 

 Cowboy Action: Provincial Championship (Palmer’s Gulch)                              
June 25-July 2 

 Rifle: .22 Novelty Fun Shoot July 13  

 Black Powder: Heffley Creek Rendezvous Aug 21-Sept 3 

 All Disciplines: Family Fun Day Sept 28 

 To date 275 shooters have signed 
in since January 1, 2019 

 New garbage cans have been do-
nated by Kamloops Parks 

 2 new pistol stands have been 
built 

 To date 19 new orientations  

 Please remember that all 
memberships are due                 
January 1, 2019.  

 We have 191 members to 
date 

 14 are new members 

 12 are juniors  

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S  A T  T H E  R A N G E  

M E M B E R S H I P S  

S H O T G U N  N E W S  
using the new ship-
ment.  Shooters to supply 
their own shells, trap 
loads only.   

~ HCGC Shotgun Director 
Brian Erickson 

We will have the tower 
open on Wednesday and 
Saturday if members 
would like to shoot. We 
are there from 9 am until 
noon.  

Please contact myself or 
Rob the night before to 
confirm.  Cost of around of 
25 clays is remaining at            
$ 4.00 dollars and may be 
adjusted when we start 
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The tower in the second 
level position. While it 
seems counter intuitive- 
the clays are harder to hit 
when closer to the ground 
and easier when launched 
at the higher levels. 

~ HCGC Shotgun Director 
Robert Palmer 

 

W H A T ’ S  N E W ?  



Heffley Creek Gun Club 
Rifle Directors Wade Lehto 
and Lawrence Bergstrand 
have installed range mark-
ers at the rifle range at 
25m, 50m, 100m and 
200m. Please don’t shoot  
the signs.  

R A N G E  M A R K E R S  I N S T A L L E D  A T  R I F L E  R A N G E  

 
 

Page 4 V O L U M E  4 ,  I S S U E  1  

 

 

 



Cowboy Report 
 

It’s almost time for Cowboy Action at Heffley Creek. YeeHaw!! As the weather 
improves we will soon be able to access the Cowboy Stages at the top of the range. 
As most of you already know, the only time that this area is guaranteed to be avail-
able is on the third Sunday of each month (excluding May of course, due to cattle 
on the range). You are welcome to use the upper range area at other times as well, 
however to do so you must close the rifle range before proceeding up there and are 
required to leave if someone wants to use the rifle range. And a reminder to the ri-
fle enthusiasts, TO RE-OPEN THE RIFLE RANGE, YOU ARE REQUIRED TO 
INFORM THE SHOOTERS UP RANGE OF YOUR INTENT, AND GIVE THEM 
TIME TO PACK UP AND LEAVE. This is a severe safety issue and must be ad-
hered to. We hope all range members remember these safety protocols and use 
them. 
It is hard for Cowboy shooters to get an opportunity to practice, due to the location 
of the cowboy targets and the safety protocols. Due to this issue, the Board of Di-
rectors have agreed to allow us to build a practice bay at the pistol range. This area 
on the far end of the pistol bays will have a wall set up for staging of your firearms 
and will be provided with steel targets for shotgun, pistol, and pistol caliber rifles. 
As a reminder to all members wishing to use this area, it is important to remember 
that target steel is expensive and does not stand up to jacketed or high velocity 
rounds. Please respect your clubs property.  Construction on this area will start as 
soon as the weather improves. 
Any club members wishing to take a crack at Cowboy Action are welcome to con-
tact Jim Day at 250-579-5276 and I will be happy to arrange a meeting and have 
the appropriate firearms available for you to give it a try, or just show up on a cow-
boy Sunday and we will set aside some time for you to try it out. Have a safe and 
fun shooting season. ~ HCGC Cowboy Director Jim Day  

 



Huntsman World Senior Games October, 2018, Utah 
by Hans Signer, AKA Dutchie 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
On October 6th, 2018 Gunfighter Jim and I left for St. George, Utah to attend the World 
Senior Games Cowboy Action Shoot. On site, we met Lady Shuswap, Doc Morgun Smith, 
Sunwapta Hayes and Talisker. As it turned out, we were the Canadian representatives in 
this event in the games, and all 6 left St. George with a medal around their necks!  
On October 9th, the first day of the games, we started with a four stage Wild Bunch side 
match as well as other side matches. The same evening, during the opening ceremonies, 
the cowboys were well represented among competitors from the 32 countries/42 various 
sports and the ceremony was amazing to watch. There was lots of music, dancing and 
speeches which were to the point and entertaining. At the end, there was a nice fireworks 
display to close the night. The next four days kept us cowboy shooters busy with a 12 stage 
main match, more side matches, long range shoots and a fun shotgun challenge. If you 
are on the slower side of reloading your shotgun, (hammered double) the fliers are going 
off in front and on the side of you and you can watch them disappear on the horizon be-
fore you are able to engage them; however there are always other targets.  
Then the day came when the top gun shoot out was on our schedule. Everyone can enter, 
so we all did. It was set up for 2 sweeps of 5 with pistols; then 4 shotgun knockdowns; and 
5 small rifle target knockdowns; and finally one rifle reload for the last drop plate. These 
last falling targets overlap so the winner is easily spotted by being on the bottom. A missed 
rifle and shotgun target could be engaged by reloading one round per missed target on the 
clock. The pairing of competitors is by random draw. Gunfighter Jim and I had a go at it 
and I happened to come out on top this time. Then the hammer came down on me and I 
was drawn to shoot against JT Wild, a top shooter that is very fast. We joked around, teas-
ing over girly guns vs man sized guns and so on and so forth. Jim knew JT from before and 
knew that he always shot quick, right up until the last target waiting for the slowpoke com-
petitor(me in this case) to catch up. Then, he would drop the last target, just before the 
other guy. Jim came up with a plan to distract JT while he was waiting for me. So, we 
banged along and sure enough JT could have eaten dinner while waiting for me to catch 
up.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Jim approached JT and asked if he was allowed to take his picture – JT as a good sport, 
played along, posed and promptly missed the time to finish me off. My plate fell first and 
that round went to me. So now, while the whole thing had very good entertainment value 
for the spectators, it was kind of unclear if JT was actually really distracted or he just let 
me win. For me, it was the latter, he probably knew I could use some more practice. The 
next round I lost so it came to who will win 3rd place. Sunwapta Hayes came through on his 
previous rounds so 2 Canadians had to shoot it out. The cards were in my favor this time. 
What a rush! Even with that dubious second round, it was a hoot and very entertaining for 
the audience.  
JT Wild is the epitome of what SASS members should be.  He lives the “Cowboy Way”, and 
exhibits the coveted “Spirit of the Game”.  JT is a great ambassador to the Dixie Desper-
ados Club! 
Another observation I made was the competitiveness of these senior shooters.  Do not get 
the idea that old fellows are slow.  They might be somewhat slow to get set up, but, as 
soon as that buzzer goes, they become 20 years young again until the last shot is fired. 
Some of them can sure kick butt along with the younger cowboys and cowgirls!  

~ HCGC Cowboy Director Hans Signer 



 



26th Annual British Columbia Provincial 

Black Powder Cartridge Rifle Silhouette Match 

JUNE 13, 14, 15 & 16 -- 2019 

Location:  Heffley Creek Gun Range:  Go 19 km north from Kamloops on Hwy 5 North to 
the Heffley Creek Store.  Go east towards Sun Peaks 4.3 km.  Turn left on Sullivan Valley 
Road and follow the signs to the gun club property. 

Date & Time: Shooters meetings Fri. & Sat. 08:45a.m.  Gate opens 08:00 Thursday 
morning for camping and range set-up.  Range open for practice Thursday afternoon & 
Friday morning (time & weather permitting). Primitive campground - firewood, showers & 
fresh water supplied.  EARLY ARRIVALS MUST MAKE ARRANGEMENTS!!!! 

 Rules: Loose NRA rules.  Any original or replica (Canadian, English, European, or Ameri-
can) single shot cartridge or muzzle-loading rifle typical of the pre-1885 era allowed.  Black 
Powder only – no substitutes.  Lead or lead alloy bullets – no gas checks.  No extra equip-
ment, no modern shootin’ jackets or gloves or oversize elbow pads etc.  EYE AND HEAR-
ING PROTECTION REQUIRED!  No whining or sniveling! 

80 Round IRON and OPTIC SIGHT Main Match: 40 rounds each day (in relays - plus sighters. 
Saturday and Sunday. 10 shots each at chickens (200m – shot off hand), pigs (300m), turkeys (385m), and 
rams (500m) from cross st icks (standing, sit t ing or prone)  Fee: $80.00                                                         
Cartridge Rifle Trail Walk – Friday Morning – 21 rounds off hand, Iron Sights Only, no sighters – Various 
targets and distances. Fee: $10.00                                                                                   
Original Rifle Class Match on Friday P.M. (40 Rounds plus sighters) Fee: $20                  
                                
AWARDS: 1st, 2nd, 3rd Place Plaques for the Iron Sight & the Optic Sight Match, Medals 4th 
to 8th place for the 80 Round Iron Sight Main Match. One First Place Plaque for the Origi-
nal Rifle Class Match and One First Place Plaque for the Cartridge Rifle Trail Walk.  

Fee: $80.00 per shooter includes main match fee, target setters and campground 
fee.   Pre-registration is not required for the 2019 match, but please let us know if you in-
tend to come. This event has a 36 shooter maximum.  For more information please contact  

Don Morphy   (damit22@telus.net)     Neil Gervais   (nnbgervais@telus.net)       
124 Carson Cres.                                 763 Sycamore Dr. 
Kamloops BC                                       Kamloops, BC  
V2B 3S3                                               V2B 6R8                                   
(250) 319-1916                        (778) 257-1137  
 
SEMINAR: Saturday evening 7:30 -– The Match Shooting “KIT” { Keeping It Together } A 
discussion – Equipment & Components – Sharing your ideas and experience.     
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Gun Range located at:  

7385 Sullivan Valley Road 

Heffley Creek BC 

V0E 1Z1  

P r e s i d e n t  -  J i m  S l o p e r 
gunfighterjim@telus.net 

Vice President - Neil Gervais 
(ng1137@telus.net) 

History of the Heffley Creek Gun Club 
In 1983 a handful of target shooters held a meeting to draw 
up plans for a target shooting facility and established the Hef-
fley Creek Gun Club. 

So began an association of target shooters sharing common 
interest.  Some primary responsible individuals were Jack 
Walton, Elmer Hart and Norval Card. 

Our club was registered under the societies act on the 19th 
day of July 1983, making it an official non-profit organization.  
Objectives are to provide club facilities for the use of our club 
members, and promote responsible use of firearms.  The Club 
attracts people from all walks of life, with members aging from 
12 years old to some 80+ years of age. 

The facilities consist of a shotgun tower and trap house, a 
covered 200 meter Pistol range, a Black powder range with 
several trails, a Cowboy action shooting facilities, and a cov-
ered 500 meter Rifle Range with 10 benches.  Our facilities 
host many years of popular Black Powder "B.C. Rendezvous", 
Cowboy Action Shooting events, and Small bore and High 
Power Canadian National Silhouette Championships. 

Currently our membership is over 200 members.  The mem-
bership fees are amongst the lowest in B.C. and include 
$5,000,000 liability insurance.  The range is located 4 km 
from the Heffley Creek store traveling east on the Sun Peaks - 
Todd Mountain road, and from there you turn left onto Sullivan 
Valley road and drive approximately 2 km to the gun range 
gate. 

"Target shooting is a lifetime sport" 

H E F F L E Y  C R E E K   
G U N  C L U B  

The Heffley Creek Gun 
Club executive directors of 
2017 voted on the many 
submissions to be the 
Official Logo of the Heffley 
Creek Gun Club. 

The winning logo, drawn 
by Leah Stroughton was 
chosen.  

It has been digitized at 
Production Habit on Tran-
quille and anyone can go 
and use the logo to put on 
any hat or clothing you 
wish (you pay for).  

H E F F L E Y  G U N  C L U B  O F F I C I A L  L O G O  

H E F F L E Y  C R E E K  G U N  C L U B :   
 

P R O V I D I N G   F A C I L I T I E S  F O R  
S A F E  S H O O T I N G  A L W A Y S  

We are Eco-Friendly!  

For schedules and Forms: 

http://www.heffleycreekgunclub.com/ 
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